January 17, 2000

Mr. Greg Cogdill

Assistant Manager

WAL-MART

918 N. Lake Drive

Lexington, SC 29072

RE:$50.00 Gift Certificate to Shriners Hospital

Dear Greg:

On behalf of the Sutton family, it is my pleasure to write a quick letter of thanks to you and WAL-MART for your kindness toward Shriners Hospital patients and the Sutton family. 

Two weeks ago, I was in WAL-MART during your shift prior to driving to the Greenville, SC Shiners Hospital. I had stopped by WAL-MART to purchase a stuffed animal for my 13-year-old son, Andrew, who had recently under gone orthopedic surgery on his foot. As any parent can understand, it is difficult to bring gifts to your own child when some of the kids in Andrew’s ward are not as fortunate. Children from all over the country and from various backgrounds come to Shriners for help. For some parents, it is a real hardship and almost impossible to stay with their children throughout their surgery and sometimes weeks of physical therapy. 

During my quest for the perfect stuffed animal for my son, I spotted a large bin of discounted stuffed animals. I asked a WAL-MART associate for the manager with the intention of asking for a price break on about a dozen stuffed animals. I wasn’t about to bring one child a gift when a dozen children were recovering from serious surgery.

Your kindness toward me, my family and the dozen or so kids at Shriners was remarkable. I had hoped to receive a discount on the stuffed animals and was pleasantly surprised when you produced a gift certificate that covered my purchases. I was not expecting such kindness and was delighted by my good fortune.

Two days later, when my son was able to get around in a wheel chair, we had the pleasure of handing out a dozen stuffed animals one at a time to some very appreciative Shriners kids. A ten- year old girl who had been in bed for two months picked one of the stuffed dogs to comfort her through the rest of her stay at Shriners. She asked me to help her pick his name and we decided to call him “Greg” because he was so friendly. I wish I could have taken pictures of all the kids that day as they received their stuffed animals. Unfortunately, for privacy reasons, Shriners doesn’t allow photographs of their patients. 

Thanks to you, WAL-MART has made a dozen children’s recovery from life changing surgery a little easier. Thanks again, Greg, for making a difference. 

Warmest Regards,

Ted & Kim Sutton

220 Platinum Drive 

Lexington, SC 29072

CC: Chris Terry 

