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From the FAA Accident Prevention Program

Winter flight operations pose special hazards to both personnel and equipment we will touch on several topics that should help us all become better, safer pilots.

Preflight – As with any successful flight a through preflight inspection is very important. Certain items should be checked no matter if the aircraft is hangered or if it is kept on the ramp. Follow the preflight checklist in the aircraft and add the following items to your preflight.

Check the safety equipment in the aircraft (fire extinguisher, first aid kit, and survival kit) and make sure it is in good shape.

If the temperature is below 40 degrees and prestart heating equipment is available it is a good idea to use it.

Take off – Cold air is thicker than hot air so performance may be improved there may also be some disadvantages to cold weather operation. Carburetor heat – use as required to fully vaporize the fuel gasoline does not vaporize easily at low temperatures. If you have a heated pitot tube it’s a good idea to use it.

Climbout – Keep a close watch on cylinder head temperatures, it is possible to over heat the engine at normal climb speeds, especially if winter baffles are used in the engine compartment.

En-Route – Check the weather and check it often, flight service is there to help you USE THEM! Set some limits and stick to them.

Carbon Monoxide Poisoning (CMP)– When the symptoms of CMP occour it’s to late to do anything. Closed cabins, cabin heat and a leaking muffler can be deadly. Shut off the heat and open a window or two if you smell fumes of feel sluggish, land as soon as possible and be sure that the contamination is corrected before further flight.

Let down – We all know that carburetor heat can help keep the engine warm on decent, keeping up your speed will also help. Start your decent further from your destination and make a shallow decent. Watch for slick runways and cross winds when landing also. 

Landing – Cold tires and brakes are but a few of the problems you can experience on cold landings. Circle the field and look for hazards that could effect your landing. 

The attached information can help with winter flight operations and should be viewed by all pilots.

