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FLORENCE, S.C. - As the fog lifted on what would be a beautiful Saturday in the Pee Dee, CAP
cadets and seniors put the finishing touches on a fantastic recruiting and public relations display
right out on Taxiway D at Florence Regional Airport.  In the midst of WWII era fighters, biplanes,
helicopter rides, a DC-3 and yes, even some cars and boats on display there stood proudly
three CAP aircraft for the masses to tour.  Even more proudly stood cadets and senior members
from the Florence Composite Squadron, Sumter Composite Squadron, Murrell's Inlet
Composite Squadron and even a few wing staffers ready to offer tours of the aircraft and
information on CAP.

Thanks to the hard work (and expert knowledge) of SC Wing's cadets three 12-man tents were
erected in record time, one of which was used to house a live display of the ARCHER
hyperspectral imaging system.  Florence member Lt Col David Caraway and commander 1st Lt
David Tilley took the opportunity presented to show off not only the Gippsland GA-8 aircraft, but
also the ARCHER ground station as well.  Both were major "targets of interest" for the visitors
interested in CAP.
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Indeed, the Airvan was of interest to more than just the visiting public, as some CAP cadets alsotook the opportunity to get acquainted with the plane from down under.  Florence Cadet Sipp(right) went the distance and took his first flight in the GA-8 on Sunday morning, observing as LtCol Caraway and Lt Tilley tested the ARCHER system by mapping the Florence Airport.  In adisappointing decision for Cadet Sipp, he was eventually evicted from the pilot's seat.  MajFrancis Smith and Col Hartsell Rogers took advantage of a smooth day aloft to provide anhour's ride in the sky while a skywriting pilot above them drew out smiles in the air that weresurely reflected by those in the aircraft. 

 Above left, cadets from the Florence Composite Squadron demonstrate their drill work toonlookers at May Fly.Above Right, Capt Norm Dionne and Lt David Tilley explain the workings of the CAP aircraft toan interested family.
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It wasn't all work for the valiant volunteers at May Fly - far from it!  Those who came andparticipated in the recruiting effort were treated to quite a show.  Vintage aircraft, both civilianand military were on display everywhere you turned - and flying overhead every time you lookedup!  Amusement rides for kids, a virtual Army simulation in what has to be the most astonishinginflatatable building ever made, and even a jet propelled flame shooting semi made sure thatthere was no opportunity for boredom over the weekend.  An F-16 demo to close out the day onSaturday was exciting and earthshaking in and of itself, and the formation flight that followedwas an exhiliration that the May Fly folks will surely be talking about for quite some time.

Not to be outdone by the airshow aircraft, Lt Col Roberts spent Saturday's mid-day makingsmoke of his own.  The CAP volunteers from Sumter and Florence enjoyed burgers grilled outby Lt Col Roberts and the beans to go along.  As always, South Carolina owes another debt ofthanks to the chef and Logistics Officer.  South Carolina Wing's involvement in May Fly wouldhave amounted to absolutely nothing but for the leadership and efforts of Lt Col Roberts, 2d LtBrad Lee of Florence, and Col Rogers.  Thanks to the work put forth by all of the volunteers inattendance, a successful weekend of recruiting, public relations, and absolute fun was enjoyedby all!  
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