New MER Vice Commander and MER Chief of Staff announced
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The appointments of Col. Russell M. Opland as Vice Commander and Lt Col. C. Warren Vest
as Chief of Staff of Middle East Region were announced effective 1 June 2008.

Col. Opland recently completed a successful tour of duty as Delaware Wing Commander, and
until today was Chief of Staff of Middle East Region. He has years of managerial experience in
the healthcare and IT industries, and has developed many government and industry contacts in
support of Civil Air Patrol.

Lt Col. Warren Vest has great experience in all areas of Civil Air Patrol, and comes to MER
from the position of Vice Commander Virginia Wing. As co-founder and CEO of a +150
employee defense industry business, he brings top notch managerial experience to the job of
directing MER’s staff.

Col. Tink Schaffer, the outgoing MER Vice Commander, will continue on the MER staff as a
trusted advisor to the MER commander and was commended for his service to CAP as region
vice commander.




